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Foreword

——

HIS booklet is intendad crimarily  to infroduce
Bicycla Polo to the "Man in the Straet” At the

same time it embraces the whole of the activities
of ths Bicycle Palo Association of Great Brituin and will
be found usetul to the novice and interasting to the expert
and particularly to those fine sportsmen who, ro longer
active cyelists, still retain their inlerest in all things cycling
and are eager fo organise Bicycle Polo in their own

districts.

There is much in it also of assistance to promoters
‘who wish 1o present to their public a thrilling  and
spectacular game which has all the qualities that appeal

to a British sporting crowd.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BICYCLE POLO

Too the yoar 1810, Richard J. Meoredy having retived Frong two
very succassful spells of racing, one on the " Ordinney”’ and vne on
the tricyele, still fonnd himsalf full of vim and vigour so he louked
wruund for some strenuons amusamoent to oscoupy sueh Lime ss
he: eould spars from editing his beloved * Tvish Cwvelist.'”  Finding
nolhing suitnble he proccedad to mvent a game whish ealled for
thespme ntlribubes as eyvele racing, minns ita attendant drawhaoks,

With o few [risnds ** Arjuy "' coughed oot a sec of roles, and
their fivab gume was played ab the Sealp, & popular rendazvous in
Co. Wicklow swune 20 milos [romn Dublin, Here iz the raport in
Cyeling 106 Qotober, 1801, poge 186 :— Polo on Wheels
" lhe Obve Host C.C, had oo less than 40 eyelers out on their club
ran last Setueday, which was as usual to the Sealp.  On avriving,
the gamea of eyeling polo was mangursted, and promises o b
immenzaly popular with the members, and not at all so denzerous
as wonld appear from the title. After a fow gamos Lhere were
hardly any ecollisiona, ancd theso only oeourved when the ridery
wara fravelling ab o very slow pace.  One would Lhink that polo
is 2. aport which wonld peoulinaly sadden the heart of the cyele
rapaivar, hut thers wasnot evan o bént pedal pin after the gpme on
Haturday, Th J. Meaoredy 1w enthusiastic about it, and hopes to
pet up a few matehes when it becomes more generally known,”

The following weel Cyeling published s letter from a corre-
sponilent who aigned himself * Cosmo Cyala,” who said that,
ever ginge the introduetion of pnoumatis tyres e had been urging
on hiz frienda the view that evele polo was nob only possihle, bk
would be a most enjoyable and exeiting game.  His friends hadl
suggeated that he should ** patent tho ddea ™ !

* Cosmo-Cyelo " offered to communicate his idess to snvone
who would take an interest in * polo up to date,” and enclosed
his envd.  One gathers from his letter that " Cosme-Cyelo ™
had not actually played polo.  Apparentiy thero was no rosponse,
but Cyeling’s then editor (the Inte 0 P, Sisley) wrote nnder the
heading = The Latest Fad,” * Quite o little atir hos been caused
over the anuouncement of cycle-polo.  Wa admit the nesderl
diversity of cyeling fronm mere turning of the eranlks, hit believe
that, the average rider’s fear for the aafaty of his  wheel will
militate greatly against the goneral aceeptance of the new sporct.”

However, Cpeling pave the pame a fair show, ag in its Dsue of
Oeteber 31, 1841, it published the mles of Bicyele Polo as played
by the Ohne Hast C.0., which, by the by, was Meoroly's club
for social eyeling @ the title means ' hasten slowly,”™
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The following appeavecd in Cyeling, November 21, TEB] —
*vele polo s not a mere trick ciding performanee i the

sonse suggested by oo corresponcent, O the contrwry, 1L s oo
acientific athiletio exercize, and i3 rapidly gining in favour in the
laguel of its neeption —lveland.  One very salient advantage of
the new pame In that el mest efficiently frin e hends,
head, wnd eye of the racing wan ;o highly necessary schooling
in these dayvs of huge fielils of safety racing-men, when bl
slighlest error in steeving loses the raes, and perhaps onuses
fenrbul somsh,”

Some time elapyenl before Knglish eyelists took np the s,
Chwe ol Lhe fiest distriets in whick it was played was Northamplon,
where welub waes formerd with Bpeneer Downing, nn ex-reing man,
wi ibs lewding player, Neweastle, Coventry and Melvon Mowbeay
atarbed plvving, sl the Catford OO0 ran & towm sl ity fine now
tracke In Brownhiil Jioad {opencd May 15, 18045).

We reproduce here a photegraph showing the Northern Bicycle Pala
Club team which was lead by W. Carruthers, a Meweastle racing
man, who is now a Yice-President of the Association.
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Phote by cotrresy of 7" Nearo

MORTHERM BICYCLE POLOD CLUE

Ore of the first and masl enthusiashic of the eardy Cnglish taams.
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Later, the Birmingham B P, Club was formed, with &, 0 Hills,
wil olil Brixton Bambler, ag eaptain,  Hills, then o partner in che
Osinond Cwele Coo, was the fiest o to desion and build specind
pulu hicveln.  Northampton ran s league competition for a
challenre trophy.

About this tima the Bievele Poly Associabion wus Formend,
with headeuarters at the much-vaunted home of wlbra-pure
wiscenrism, the Sheen House Club in West Lendon (opened
May 15, 1897}, where the gome was played by aimsel Hoviety—
with a capital 5. The Sheen House rules permitted rongh play
of it the London Merning Post (Scptember 19, 1898) suid ; * Trish
poio you play en your own machine, Sheen House polo you play
oL that of o confiding friend.”

Ag compared to the bicyele polo played in Lrolawl the Frglish
varsion was generally considered bo ba rongh and to demonstrate
the superiority of the gume wy played in Traland, Mecredy hrought
over two teams to play an exhibition mateh at Calford in Sep-
tember, |88, to emphasize the safoty of the Trish version he in-
ehided a lady, Miss Wheeler, i one of his teams, ler side womn ad
the frish Qyelist wrote © * She proved unmistakably the anfeby
of the gama.” At that time there was a complete team of Indy
plavers in Dblin.

On the 26th Augnst, 1804, Binmingham B.P.C. beat Northarmp-
ton A.C. at Birmingham by 9 gonls tu 8. On the 28rd September,
LEgty, Birminghum beat Oattord 000 144 st Catford, Froost
Pernmwmn was one of the Catford team and A, O Hills was the
reforen. On 7th Octobier, 1894, the Magpies of Usventey alsn heat
Catford al Callord, This tione James Blaie acted as refere,

The fivst Inbernubional Datch was staced st Crystal Palace on
Seplember 2Hth, 1001, when Treland boat Boglsad LG5,

The beams wern :—Treland @ Oswald Sealy, Page Dickuensom,
H. Oawalil and T K Bloul, all of the atheloren Rovers eluh.
Englawdl : Speneer Downing (Morthampton), Capt. J. Appleby
(BLC, & AL, JOW. Dalby {km'tlmn‘lptﬂrl] anel I, Thnoms (Mellon
Mowheny B.E.CL.

Bieyels polo then sufferel o distinet slump, although an
pllempt was made to eevive it in July, 1008, when in connecbion
wilh the Olympic Games at Shopherds Bush Stadivm, London,
woanadell was played batween Teeland and Gormany. Treland won
3.1,



THE FIRST INTERMATIONAL -
EMGLAND v. IRELAND
Crystal Palace, September 28th, 1901
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Phote by cowrteay of * Swaorn ™ Barileet
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THE BEGINNING OF A NEW CHAPTER

Plrate by camrtesy of  Semey * Rartheet

CYRIL 5. SCOTT
Foundar of the Bicycls Polo Asscciation of Great Britaia -

The mams was dead, buried, and forgoblen by all bat a fow
veberang, when, in 1928, O, 8. Seott hodd s brein wave which bl o
bl present 1n{1 graatest chapter i the history of the game, the
chapler which is “aill baing composed and which Iooks like con-
binninge 6ill eyele wheels coase to revolve,

Clyril 5. Seott, of the Highbury (.0, had just eoncluded u Jung
wind fairly successful racing carest o vowel i brel nai lie Mes:
vedy beloee him, he wanterl an autled for his encrgy, how he e
bu seleel bicyels polo—a gante which e had never head of
tnkes wn dnberesting story.

PReelbie” was an ald hockey plaver, he had playerl waker
puli, sl Ll o nodding acquaintanes with pony polo. Ho he wis
(shondl v cud * polo minded .
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Trotlie winter of TG0 heorode s good dew] with the Corrance
©.0n, the members of which used to lake s lootball with them on
their Sumday o, as did many eveling elobs o that tine, and
il inow Liels shout'™ Meoskin ased to join in, but always
linel g fdow that plaging football ornow elub ran was ot in keaping
with the idenls of & true eveling clicbman, One day Seott and Goorge
Tell (sl playing the game with the Buendbicld Puregon G0 with
sticlkes winl brenchos of traes started to hit the foothmll whout, eonta
wers put down tromark the © goals, ™ olher Jellows joined in,
sitles were picked, and, hey prasto, bieyele polo was eo-born.

Charley Fostor, of the Corranae, turned vut some balls of oak
aned medlote e with broom hanelles swd cxenroy oy wood
mallet hoeads,  With this squipments seversl gaies were played,
Lt 1t sone beeame evident ghat some sorb of roles were necessary,
s0 Heott took the Fuclingham vules of pony pole, of which he knew
very little, naul the Bales of the Went Hockey Assoclation, of which
he knew quite s lot, snd combined then in the propertion of
abont 211-50,

The next step was to pub the mone un s proper iz awl
with this end in view Seott convened aomeebing of nterestod pacbios
tn be held st his hovse, and on Pebruacy 1st, 1030, the Bicyels
Fole Assouintion wis furmed, Six people were prosend, they were @
— (8, Heott, G Bell, O Faster, Lo Watt, H. Ktnee and T Turner,
all of Lhe Corpance C.C.

Now that the game iz national in its appeal Cyril Beott may lock
wilh pride on the results of his enterpriso anrl enthusiasm, nob,
tlewnd, from the depths of o nerm-chair, s Snobfie sven wow Jdong
Wi st anel shorts and shows tho moderns how te swing a nifhy
izt

A wnecting held on Maech B3, 1960, chesesicdend o Jmsne o hanedboole
with riles, anid af & mecting held at-Mogador an May 3, 1930, the
trensurer raparted o balnnee inhand of Fis Sl sl the secretary
shitedl that the mombership of the associsbion nombered 12
imdiviclods, wich two honovaey moobers,

The first mengion of o loague, in the minutes, appeses onJune
14, 1930, when the scerctary was requested Lo srrange league
matehes during tle eoming winter seazon.  To July, 1830, Cril
Seabh sent out o cirpalee tooeyeling clubs e o Lomlon aren with
W view boincreasing inbecest in the gaome. A mecbing on uly 1,
1450, agrend the condivions of the first league, nsodeawn up by the
hon. secretary ; in Lhese we find the first menlion of ™ an offietal
referee.” Regulations ss to machines aseil Tue polo wers aaeepeod
aned it was decided that ** eguipmisnt be suppliod withoub cost to
all players in league games, shoukl they so tlosire, excopt shorts,
stockiapgs and shoes

This first seheme for elub affilintion was wlopted af o meceting
an  Augnst 7, 1930, At the sceonmd AGL on September
4, L9an, the hon secretary raporbel the associstion’s strenglh
at I8 active wod two homorary members, I8 s interesting
to rerall  thal  the mesting instructed  the  hono secrelacy
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to oweite  to Clyodinmg o pointing  mid the creaee g that
puper's srticle (Suptember 3, 1930) re the supposed divnsee o
machines.”  Cyeling's comment lind been © the rrewtest dewwhaels -
tu biayele palo is that easnalties o motnts wro pretey freguent,
50 that players have, of necessity, to possess oo doennt o sined stued
of machines which they ean afford 1o have smashod g ipiite olten.™
With the game sy it waz played in 1030, players using theie stydard
tonring hieyelos wilapted for polu, the eeiticism was not unrluly
HEvern, '

The fivst public muteh, arramred by bhe sssociobion, was plawai
ot Herne Hill on Septembar 27, LO30, at s enenival in aid of King's
College Howpital ; the two teams were seleelel by the B.P.A.
conumittes,  Officiul referces wore first elected om Oetober 3,
3. On Movember 13, a0, the hon seerelary reporbed Lk
cousiderable interest was baing takon in the gaone in Oxford, He
proposed that o lowl centre should be  sbastod under  the
guidanee of the B.P.A., in that vity., This wus agraed. By
December 5, 1830, interest in Lhe gnme Lad  incroased
bo sneh an extent that it was deeided to ront o second piteh
at the masoeiation’s groutd st Mopgador,  This was & momen fomis
mecting, for it was the oveasion of the elestion to e hership
of George Brake, of the Adys G0 who was sfterwarls to play
such w very important part in the movement, The Velma o0
became wifilinted st the same moeting, which also welopted o
new type of ball and mallet.  On this date alse wo find the £ irst
veference to an agreement betwoen the B2 A, and the I L B
tach to recognize the other's suspencions, ola,

The Miteham fookball gromul, which has bern so closely wssoar-
ated with W development of pola, eame jnlo the pleture at a
meeting on Febraary 13, 1931, when the commibben decided Lo
rent the gronud for o summer lengrne competition, Aldthengh o
team of privite members of the association touk piart in the eacly
competitions, il was the poliey of the association, from its ingep.
Lion, ko affilite catablished aveling clubs, and snwne thoss which
virelled in the early days of the game were the Polviechnie, Acclys,
Tooting, Merton Wheelers, Corvanee, Calleva, Highbury, Centanr,
Ovaland N.O. UL S W. Seetian, The Bpeom C.O. eame in ahont the
sectnel vear, The Norvood Eavagn G005 was electid toomem bor-
aliip on Mareh 7, 1931 5 2 momentyuys election, as the history of
the game revenls,

Even in those piemeer times we had  wo prprocters 27 fhn
pbe Martin's CLCL paid o subseription to the associngion jush o
viicourye the jnovement, bot never put a tesm in the Geld.

In the second yoar the private members” b was isbonded,
hiving sevved its puepose, and Cyeil Seott formed the London
Bievele Pala Club, which operated snecessfully for oo eotple of
seaind, when it i Loen, was broken wpy ks pomsbitoent ity
having interests in theic first-eloim olubs which hae, by now,
taken up the paane.
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Aovomparison ol Lhe fest BUEPAL rades with B T Meeredy 'y
Tetsle rubes will show that ey diffored materiadly in certain e
portant features o Doe fmsbanec, mumber 13 of the Teishoroles stipal.
ates that ifbwo nppesing ployers nee approsching the badl Tron Lhe
e divecbion, both muost " cweve ™ soons o keep the Dall
on theie righl o i vne of them playved the bull when i was on his
Lt loe was enduel  offside.™ Adso Lhe Teish practics was loor men
toa tesern st firsl we pdopled cight,

At the thirl ALGAL hebl on Seplember 28, i1, Lhe position of
gaptadn wis altored to chiel gronnd steward @ by bhiat date the
Tunbridge Wells Club had Joinel the sssecintion, The Dnperiasl
Wiheeelers joined o November 20, 1931,

U Qoetoher 21, 1031, the pesocintion held ils lest dioower | e
tack plaes ac Brixton, sl wis o greal social snceess, On Febeaney
29, 1, the Catford OO, Levsone affilinbed, the Cloecneouret G0,
poirine at abont tle snane Sime. On Apeil 400 was reporbed that the
Caeles Mannfactiorees’ Union Tued presented s brophoy Lo Vhe wasosia-
fionn. T more clubse, the Old Portlinns woud the Soolliboromigh
aml Dhistriet OO0 eame in Aweast, 1932,

Asowss the case in polo’s fest " boom,” eevtadn provioeisl
centres took up the msme with wvidily,  Though  the Birming-
i have difd net start wnlbil towaeds the end of 1936, they have
made wonderful progress, sl now have the strongest centre
ot exiche Lanselon.

Geores Brake, whowe missionary work inovaclous parts of the
country has dowe so moch to spremd the interest in polo, fooak &
tesvnl of Weens Lo Bipmingham, where the first minteh was playsd
on December 6, 1936, against o team of MO and A C noviees,
Harey Lest wont up ta % val’” the game and give advice to the
Torne side, This gome hacd far e ]u,n;r reperenszions. Amnmg the
spectntors wos Albort Tty wlo was struck by bhe indeinsie
merits ol polooas sogame, ibs seope 0P praperly argooized, snd the
Keenness of his fellow MG and A0 members. Ho Lheno sl Lloees
decided to give pole hig support,

Larty in 1937 o Birminghaon Lesgee was Tormed, 3e. Losty
giving a cup and medals, aul the Selilull C.C. won the fivst levs
ehampionship. The Birmingliaon Lesgoe is one of the best con-
ducted i e conntey, e i bosed of eeferees is an oxnmple to
okl L.

Sooawvieln for gl past. As Lo Lhe present, ovee B0 elibs are
affiliated to the BPA, Thess ropresvnt about 174 beams @ and
mere than 1IN players are enjoying the game,

Al now Fovward ingo the fubore with condidence in sl seal
for the grandese branch ob owe apleadid geestime,



A WORD TO THE NOVICE

1F von ar vour clul s eontemplting taking pact in this peeul
g o faw hinta will sasizb o Tnothe © pood old days 7 sy olid
frame, plis one or tu'n minor adjnatmonts was a1l that was con-
sitlererl naceasny @ nowadlayvs nothing less than o speecially huilg
lmln evale will suis the [lm:lmum.’rmg prmmr‘ amel w first class
maching san ha obtained within the region af £4 138 thl. {ar on
nasy torms),

(hie or twn painta to look for when choosing & new machine
are —Whenlbase most be vmder 40 inches and as short as von aun
handle, ample slearance for both frent 2l rear wheels (if pnsm:i}]u
a ball shonld be able to pass bolween the forks and the haclk
Lilves).  Alse ample cleaesnce for the eranks, Do not buv a
machine with a low botdony brackeb, 11 inch should he tha mini-
menm ;3 a low brackes prevents you [rem borning rquickly when at
speetl. Flats or uptuencd headleboes are the bess and vsual gear
i 39 Inches (24 by 36 with 20 inch wheels),  Tn practies the bost
erank length is G inches, The seddle should he well aver the
vear wheel,

You are being well advised when you are told o protect your
head (with n erash helmet), your hands (wilth betting gloves),
Four knees (with felted knee pads), yoor legs (with shin pals),
il yonr ankles (with anlle pads or hoota), 16 is not thoet bicyele
pole s a dangerous game, but the fact that suounlieky blow from
i ball, mallet, or & cvele may ineapacitate you, wharans the pro-
toction provided by the precading items would have saved you or
at loast preavenfed the arccident from having teo painful & aon-
seienen. When playing on fast, hard grounds ib 35 mlvisable to
wear two shirta (with fong sloeves, nob rolled op) siul Lwo paies of
shorts, then s unloely vonble will nob see yoon with boo lnege
nogense boonweso,

Now [or tho geows, Four plivers line up on thelr respockive
gosd lines, $he ball i placed in tho eentro of the tield mul when
the veferco storts the gamea, ona plaver from ssch toanm (starting
from tho lett haoncl ﬂ.;c]n of his gopl} springs straighf for tln Imﬂ
This yracess is ropested of tho start of cach chuklo, aned after oach
voal. The gamo consists of six choldks of 19 minubes seeh. Yo
are allowrd fo rhange the plagers ot the el of each chukka, but
Ehero st ok e eres than six players in ano tean,

Tha nsual pasitinng on the field of play are 1 —A sure, haed
hitter, as hack © o player who can tackle snd has s quick recovery,
ad half back s anul o fast players ag loft and right foewards, Tor
the gronned, o gond fonthall pitch, ss levsl an possible, with while
hamboo poles is all that 18 necessary.

Fieyele polo iz not axpensive 5 coniplele new equipinent o
be ohtadined for 26 1080 For esxamplo -—Cwvele £4 s, Shorts,
5. Gl Bhivts 4z B Bocks, 250 Gds Bhin [_lu..l.l‘x ls.; Enee p)wlia,
fige Batbing Glaves, de fhily and o cewsh had, dis, G, This eqnip-
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ent should lust vou for theee ar four seasnns, plus o new paic of
wheels o season  On top of this the WYRTALD st per player per
kel s loss han a ls, wul that wludes gronml fie, leagne foos,
vot of balls, evnle storage and dressing nocommodation,  Avorag.

inee it all nut, Bievele polo shonld nol soss mare than £2 10z, for &
five monsls' suason

™ ™

THE MACHINE

‘ |
fr
<-— ——— Yunder 40".. — _y

GEAR ABOUT 39" (24 X 36 X 26)
CRANKS 6% HANDLEBAR ENDS CORKED

This disgram gives a ganeral idea of the dimensians and position of
the wachine usually used ta-day. Adjustmants are, of ecourse,
aecessary to suit the individual, A slightly higher gear up to 46"
i vecasionally wsed wn fast grounds, but difficulty in pulling ve fo

make fast turng is the chief factar against a high gear,
11




FLAYING RULES

L. The tenms shall consist of not more than six players —four
players being allowed on the fiald ot o time,  Plavers can only be
changed abt Lhe end of each chuldear,

2. The prowd shall he rectangulac, 100 yurds by 60 vardy,
divided inlo lour equal parta of 23 yards by 60 yurds © the langer
boundary lines to be called side lines, the shorter goal fines,  The
goals shall Le in the ventre of the goal lines wnd shall consist of
two perpotuliculsr poles 9 feet high, placed 5 yards apart, The
two areas which include the zouls shall be ealled penulty arcas.

d4. The bali sholl neb exceed 81 inches in divmeter and 4 ounees
in weight :

4. The head of the mallet shinll be avlindrieal or @ Te Gallais ”
in shape, sncd shall net be more than 7 inches in lergrth wnd for
less than 2} inehies in dinmeler,  The mallet head shall contain no
matal whatsoover.  The stick st net be fitted with o weist
shrap, and shall bo held in the right hand,

5. The bieycle shall nob earvy toestraps, brakes, wing-nuts,
ar similar projections,  The handlebnr ends shall bo protested aned
afixed wheol 18 eompnisory,  Dhse wheels are harved.

ti. A roferes appointed shall fake charre ot the mame with Ll
agsistanca of two linesmoen, whom he should consnlt in the cnse of
a diffinult dacision. Hoshall control the gnime hy means of n-whistle.
The reforer’s dacision shall be final,

7. Duration of Game, The game shall last 90 minsdes,
divided inte six chukkers of 15 minutes eacly, vne minute rest
between sach clinklker, exeept at halftime, vhen five minutes is
allowed, A Dbell shaldl be rong at the start and finish of each
chulklocr,

B Uhoieo of Ends.  The Caplsins shall toss for choioe of ends,
which are changod over at halfdine,

i, At the boginning of coch chaldlier and after each zonl soored,
the referse shall place the ball in e contre of tha field, the

lavera shall line up ow theiv respective goal lines, snd ac the gignal
me the refares, one tph:ynr from ench tenim shall aprint straight
[or the bull, starting from the left-hand side of the goal.

. T the avent of @ moember of one team stealing growmd for
tho sprint, the opposing team shall be given a freo hiv feom the
cenbre line,

11, Bhould the bull be hik ever the side lines, the linesman, with
his back to the feld of play, shall, st the point where Lhe ball
erossed the ling, roll the Dall (not theow) between his legs back
into play at vight sngles bo the side line o the plavers shall oot
be within five yords of the side line, ‘

12, Bhould the ball be hit over the gond line sud the last player
whosa stisle, oyele or person it towched bo of the albsclking side,
then o goal hit shall he taken ot o poinb on Lhe goal line 6 yards
fram the newresd poat, no opposing playver shedl beowithin 2 yarls
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of the defending toam’s gosl line when this hit is being teken,
Hur should the ball before erossing the poal line lagt come in contact
with the sticl, evele or person of u defending player, then a cormer
it shall e token by an ebtneker from the 25 yards moek of the
sl line, on the same side of the Teld as the ball went out of play.
Whan this hit i teken no defuiuling player shall be within Len
warids af the hall,

Ta. Bhoulid the ball eross the gorl line hetwean the two goul
pobsin gmond bs awardod Inthe cvenl of o Bl passing tho goal line
whuve the posts, Lot iy the opindor ol e eeforen within the gonl
nrets, ik shall be desmed o goal,

4. Tn the event of a player being in an offsides pesition, a
free il shall be given to the apposing bennt, (A player is off side
when wb the time of the hall being hit, he has no opponent nearer
bis sdversarios’ goal lne, ho is noeither in praseasion of the ball,
nor behind one of his own players who is in possession of the ball,
atul e is within 25 vireds of bis apponent’s goal linw),

Fa. A player I allowed to -

Crovk s opponent’s stick,

Flay over wn oppomnt’s evals,

Kide off sn opponent who is in possession of the Lall.

Chirge or lean omoan oppenant when hoth are ricdingy
for the ball,

Defeinl his vwie gowl by placing himself acvoss Lis goal
posts, plagoes whlacking nuest avoid him.

Hi, A player is NOT wllowel to

Flayr uneler on opponent's eyols.

Halid an opponent,

Hald er heok sn opponeat's cyolo.

Ride or play dangorous]y,

Larey the ball ledged on bis cyels or peesoie,

Hit the ball or in any wey interfere with the game
whilst dismounted {one foot touching the gromul
shall B ilenmad csmounted),

Throw his mallet or any other objeet.

17. In the event of & playoer ar his eyele beinge disablod by a
foul, the referve shall ordsr the offending player off the field nnil
the diznbled player returns.

I, Too e cose of a gerimmags or deadlock in the play, tha
referce shull roll the ball in fowasrids the contre ol W Fielil.

10, When infringements of the procsding rules oceur o free
hit is given sgeinal Lhe offending toam from the spob where the
fringement took plice. No opposing plaver shall Do within i)
vards of the ball,

20 When role infringeinants Ty the defending town veonr
within the 23 yueds wrow, o penalty Bt shall e nwareded Brons o sph
25 yards from the ventre ol the geal. When thix hit is taken only
ones pliyver of the offemling sile shall defod is eoal, and h shall
e not more than 5 yeeds [renn Lis own goal line, ALl the ol
players must bo behind the Bull,
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21, A goal hit, corner 1ig, free Niit, or penaley hit shadl conaise of
a direct drive.

22. Noabject shall be used for raising the ball above e ground
fur taking any hit whatsoever,

23, Any ineident or question ot provided for in Chese rules
shiall berderidad hy the referee, and his decizion most on no aceount
be challnesd whilo ghe wone & in progeess, Webrees wre eRrEly
suthorised to order wiy player off the feld who does so vludlengn
niy decision av attemps to nfloenee Tim oo decision whicl ba
i nhoub fo neake,

Al the 1937 Annual General Meeting of the B P.A. of G.I:'I-., the
following supgestions were passed as recommendations to referses
with the Idea of assisting them in lhe interpretation of the Playing
Houles :—

Rule ¥. In the event of the ball being struck towards goal on
the stroke of chukkas lime, the referes is recominended to delay
the cessatlon of play until the ball has finlshed its caurse.

Rule 15. Do not forged that whon a player is across his own goal-
mouth, attacking players who do not aveld him should be penalisad,

Rule 16, Do not forget that a player who stops the ball with his
machine or person whilsl having ona foot touching the ground is
“dismounted * and should be penallzed,

Rule 19, Please note that players may tale a goal, corner or
fres hit with eyele facing Lo suit himself,

Rule 19, In the event of a fise hit being awarded against a
defending team within their 25 yard Jine on the stroke of time, the
gama should be prelonged until such hit has Been taken. This doss
not apply to free hits outside the 25 yard line or for corners or rogl
hits,
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LEAGUE RULES

Hubjuel to any express provision eontained in thuse wreicles.
sl Longue shall ho conssituted ol Hes wllaies enrvied an i
sccordance with Bye-Laws Lo be made by the Gonaseal Conngl
and shall have sneh powers und duties as the Genaral Conneil
miy frnm time fo time chink [,

A League shall eonsist of not less than six teams (unless
special parmission is granted by the Bxecutive Committee)
which shall be formed of segislered players of duly affilinted
cluhi,

Euch League chall be managed by o comnmittes consisting of .
Chuirman, Vies.Chaivman, Seeretury, Trowsurer, Pross See.
rebary and Rapresontative of the Reforces, who shall he
electud at the Annual General Meeting of the League and one
other member of sach olub. Seven shall form a gueram.
The Annual General Moeting of osach Leogue shall be hebd
prioe Lo W secoul Saturday in Septembor and should be
attoruled by Lhe Clommittes and two osher members o each
tennm, wind shall —

) Reccive the Seeretary’™s  Dleport  wiwl  Uressorer's
Finuneil Slatement  (duly  andited) for the  year
ending on the previovs Jlst July,

(B} Eleet n Chairm, Vies-Chalrman, Treasirer, Hevroliry
and Press Seerctary and  Heforess” Bopresodabives,

rey Blect fwo nembers to the General Counesil,

) Eleot two Auditors {who need nof bo o wonbers of dhe
Assoniation),

(o} Bleet any sul commitios nooesoary for the goodl
organisation o the Leagne.

if1 Transach ollier business.

All contested ¢leelivis shall be by ballot.  Not less than tun
days’ notice shall be riven fo el commitbes member and
toann secretury.  Ton shall foem a guoram.
A Leapue commitles has the poger to fine and or suspend
or take any diseiplinary action 8may deem 11 against any
player, referee or club, Provided always that notice of such
a rasohibion shadd be inserbud i the Agenda Paper for such
maoehing, and thes no reselubion to lne or suspend shall ba
valid wnless seven clonr davs' notice shall be pgiven 1o sush
Player, veferos or elub, that the question of fine or suspansion
15 about to be considered by the League Committes nwd give
such veasons seninst this petlon ws he wwy deem fit bur hie
shall not he entitled o be present al the vokine or to falo
peued it bhe procectdings (sove as aforesid) oeherwise G the
Luagne Comniitbes permis,
Any player, rofres or elub feeling wewrivved by any antion or
decision. of a Teasue Committes may append e a Ceneral
Muecling of the Teague or to the Executive Committes of the
Associnlion,
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 All roes must be played in weeordanes with the Rules of the
Ansnciation,

- Two points shall be swarded for o win ode point for o ilraw,
and nil for o loss,

The team with the greatost nnber of points shall be the
winiers, [ bhe event of fwo tenms being on points for the
Fivst pluee vr for any award o deciding game shall be Played,
Shoubl smore than fwa teams tic on pomts, o draw shndl bo
sde o1 the knack-out prineiple u bye being added i noeesnry,
Bacl player most wesr bis tenns™s aolomrad shive op jursey,
stocking: and shovts and wst be o registered member of
bz cluh,

The Referee MUST awnrd Lhe points for & win to o lesm
whase opponents are not redy bo stact o the sehecduled b,
T the event of both teams being lute, neither team s to
receive any points,  For the purpose of this vile not less shan
3 oplasers shall constitnte o besm,

Each team i to supply theee iew bamboo balls per muone,

Tlees Fistoeo dist as published shall not be altered wenless the
aremml ae weather eonditions are, in the opinion of the
refares nok snitablo for pluy,

When aclub haz mors than ene team eompeting in the sune
lewggne or has other teams competing in Leazues of a lowesr
stiudied the Club Seeretary shall notity in writing the seo.
reduries of the TLeagnes converned the personnel of cach towm,
one Lhis s dene it iz not permissible to transfor o player
from a highor team to o lower tewm without first obtaining
the League Seerctary's permission, It is peemissible to
promote w player to a higher team withoul notilying the
Leagne Seerctary until after he Fas played in that tewm,
bt onee he has played with o higher team on bwo oveusions
lie shadl Lo deemed & momber of that teanm,  (Shoull the
Lengue Seeretary not feel justified in granting the LR CHERATY
prrmission for the transfer of a player without liest consalting
his eomnmiblee, winl it & o matter of wrgeney for the leam in
guestion it shall be sufficient for the transter fo lake place
pravided thai the Beferees and the Captaing of the opposing
teams do nol objeet but the matter shall ba bronght befors
the League Commitbee with the least possible delay.)

o Leagune Commilbees shall appoint competent otficinl reforoes

sk shall compile s list of sme giving their wmes and
alibvenney,

Ofticlal Referees shall be appointed in keeping with the
stanulards et up by the Befereed Comanitbon, and ench
appointment shall be notificd de that committes together
with such information as they may desive o thas o sartifisato
may be granted.




THE REFEREE

Fvers sportsnmny will seeee thid, Lo cosure constans progress
nil atabilicy, any compebitive team game muost boe eflicientls
condrolled and the Association’s delerminstion bo abtain this
tlesivnble objecl 3 horne oal by Lhe Donchions of the eelereesy’
comntittee which has Leen formed to oresnise the government of
Lhey pame on the feld.  Tts mesmbers sree all compatent relerses.
Mo new referee is granbod his certilicals onlil ha bas proved his
whitity on the fleld and wo refeces may Loke conbrol of & lesgoe or
public groe unbil he has recelved his ecrbilicute through the
conunitbee. This body are constantly meeting to deal with mis-
interpretabions and bo endesvour o simplify the game from all
angles,  They have formed an Information Burssu to whom
referees and players may spply for guidanes on any probles deal-
ing with the governing of the game. This department weltomas
queviga, for they help the committes in ita recommeondstinns fo the
association,

The appeal of any game lrom the spectators” point of view
depends greatly on the meaner in which it is eonducted,  The
veferve, n the oyes of the Associntion is the most Dnpockaot man on
the Meld. In his hands lies not only the control of the game at the
prosent dime bub ibs future as o national sport. e should be
avlive, fur the game is fast, able to make quick decisions and fa
cnforee W, he must be tactful and his knowledge of the rales.
musb be complete.

While an active player may b, or shouhl be, conversand
with the tules, ha may not necessarily make o pood ceferco,
but actually very often dess.  The Asseciation weleomes non-
playing honerary members to take up referen sppoinbments and
woitld in fact like to ses a great many mere of these geotlemen in
the field.

Tn addition o lds obvious duties, it i part of the raforea’s job
biy see that tho rules governing the lwyout of the playing area are
carried oub sl only to allow medifications whers they are im-
perative for the safoty of players ov spestators.  He should en-
[orce abringently those rules governing proper elothing and
squipment anl his own dress should be in keepimr. He should
seo fhat hia lnesmen ancd goal jndges are conversund with thele
duties before the pame starvds,

He shoull report in writing ss sarcly as possible after the o,
any bronches of regnlations or any slackuess on the pat of otficials
in mililition to necossary repmTs of oceurrences on the fiell of
play,  Only in this way ean the Aszociation desl with incompetenca,
unintentional or stherwise, which iF wllowed to paay may bring the
goamne into disrepitta from o national viswpoins,
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THE GOAL JUDGE AND THE LINESMEN

These afficials if they funetion properly ave almost as imporbond
st the referes, wink can do mmch to lighteon his tasle They freguent-
by ares positioned so that they see an * ineident ' more clenr]y than
the mefaree whao may bo femporstily unsighted,  Their joli does
nob eonsizt mevely of waving o flag to indicate the ball is out of
play aned rolling or placing it when recovered.  They should assist
the refores in the proper governing of the gams roporiing irrasuloe
ties tn him immediately they oceur and be propared o asaist him
in nukine o rleaision whon neaessiry. They should, therefors,
be fully conversant with the playing rides and be abla and resdy to
ke rlecizions particularly vegarding © offside ' and ™ cornees
arad Lo Tesser alepres infrmgements by ehe playors, Both shoold
position Lhoenselves witlin thelr preseeibed seccas in eelubion te the
Pl s thal ey ennosee whad oaclually Toppeningg, Tl goesl
Jueelges should be purticulacly ®alive’ especinlly whoen the ball s
“iftng ™ for his deeision for or ngainst s gonl seored high may be
vitn] Do elose o waed he s osually the only officiel competent
bo Jurge. Botl goud judees wid linesmen should however, alwnys
< rentember that the referee is o supreme confrol and his deeision is
tiund on all points avising in the course of the game whilz in
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INFORMATION

/
For further infermation regarding any
aspact of the game of Bicycle Polo applica-

+ion snould be made tor

GEORGE BRAKE, Esq.,
10, Brighton Road,
Purley,

Surrey,

who. as Honorary Secretary of the Associa-
tion, will be pleased lo answer any queries,
ar supply litsrature, arrange matches, send
experts fo attend in an advisory capacity
and give all assistance to any individual or

body interested in the game.
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i the opposite rage we show fwo useful strabes which reed o gocd

deal of practice befare they con ba aMectively used in play,

Fig. | shows the mathad of striling the ball Backward: fram the
lefs of the maching whila halding an oppanent off on the richt.  This
is u defensiva strake and 1y scldom used whan the p|;‘|-l.r-::.".i5 crovded
as he is aff his bafance Ot the time of making conract with
the bell. 11 is, howsver, worth practising as it is a vary usetul way
ol clearing tha ball from a dangerous pesition when there T not fima

te tura,

gt af the inachine, made whan it

Fiey. 7 shows a cross shob from the
is necessery To bring the ball across 1he field at or near a rigal angle
and a brackst shat is impraciicabls, The froat wheel is turned away
fram the peth of the ball at the mament of impact by the mallst.
This shol needs 2 great daal of practice 1o fime arapery and {1 3 g

vary effectiva and usefu! shrake when mastered.
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EXHIBITION MATCHES

P'o bring sur sport belure tho general publie, we avo alwmyy will-
ftie Ly supply expert toatms tu play ab Sports messings, Gaolas and
atwe putdoor patherings, The inclosion of shese mabches in past
muecbings has always caused w theill to the spectabors, winl has
sained full praize from the organising TN A B

The following details are given as a general indication of Lho
procedura usually adepled in making those fixtures, Forms mey
Le lacd on applicstion Lo the seevetary,

For the information of Sports Promoters

I, If you wisl to promota a hieyele pole match this is the
procedurs to adopt - —

2. 1 in the enclosed form snd post it togelher with 10s, fd.
to Mp, (1 Brake, 10, Brighton Woad, Purley, Burrey.  No appli-
eution will be considervd without this foo which is celacnoable if the
applieation fails.  (Association Euls Sih)

3. When a peemit to promote a bioyvele polo mateh has boen
grantad you ny approach any Club affilisled to the B.P.A, of
(R, (their addresses ey be fornd in the Association Landboals,
price Gil. supplicd free with the permit). These clubs nuy ov may
not expect their expenses,

4. If Bxpenses ave to he paid applieation must ba made to
the Associubion Seevetary stating the wmount offered.

5. Puyment of Fxpenses muslt bo made to the Assosiation
o, Trensuror (—H. Leat, 26, Burnester Boad, Tondon, S5.9.107,
whu will reimburse the teams in accordancs with Azsociation Bule
4 Mo payment of any kind is to be made direct bo wny person
or offieinl,

G, 0f you wislt to place the entive matter in the hands of the
18 A, we will aerange for two teams to appear lor a minimum
inclusive fee of £4 45, or for four teams to appear or s minimoam
amelnsive fee of £6 Gk These minironn guotations wee intendecl
for maetelies tlhatd see within s reazonable distance Trom leaguo
headgquarters, the fee charged natnrally viries with the eiveom.
shanas,

7. If the B.P.A. areanges the fixture sll you hove to do is
provide the piteh and goal posts (sumclimes we can supply the
goal posts ny well) we will arrange for Lhe benms, tleeir squipment
amd [or o referse. We will guseantec satisfoetion or return any
ey padd to us,

8. I you wish to arrange [or o Weferee pet in touch with the
Houn. Secretary of the BReferces' Committos,

4, Bicyels Polo ia played on o piteh 100 yards by G0 yards.
The pitch should be level and the grass cut raasonably shorl.

ber The goal posts should be thin bamban poles 8 feet long aned
they should be placed [ive yards apark,

11, Tt iw advisshble when thoe mateh is to be wateled by o lovge
arowd for the pilch Lo be roped off, 3 yards from the side Tines
anid 12 vaueds from the goal lines,

n



12, A Bivyele Polo Matel e lasd Gre 20 minnees to 00 .
ntes, jost s vou destva fo sait FOUT prograinme,

Ui, IF you wish two teams Lo play siore than one miteh, the
emplebe playing period should net boomore than 2 honrs,

4. [F four teams ara pleying, a Bnock Oul Towrnmment e
b arraaged consisting of Swo semi-finals, « mulel for thinl pliteo
botween bhe twn losing semi-Tinalists, and the Pinal, The leanngrust
poriod should ba four matehes of 60 minuies each.

1. Bieyele Palo does nob eut up the tuef nl it o be plivyed
web or line.

Bicycle Polo Association of Gt. Britain

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR THE PROMOTION
OF MATCHES

Applicatlon for a licenee to promote a Bleyele Pola Mateh in
Accordance with Association Bule 50

Tloess . v e o R S T R

desive to promote o Bioyele Polo Mateh onder B.P.A. af iR,
rules, and if puernussion is granbed wgreos to earry ol Lhe roled pnd
repulations of the Association in woeerdancs witl the CUrrenh
imane of the Raodbool.

L starbing ab.., .., .,

We s1v mnking our own arrangemernts respecting Ll teams, ote,

We would like the B.1NAL to quote for the o bt arvangs-
menbs for bwo Leams to give an Exhibition Matell or Matehes,

We would like the BT A, to quote for the complute arrange.
mants for four leans to play a knock-out tournamernt,

{Birike out the puragraphs whiel nre not applicallu).

We onelose herewith a chague/postal orderfimoney order far
Ts. 43,

This form is to be posted to George Breake, 110, Brighton Rnad,
Purluy, Hurrey,

4
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS

Winnars, Ranners-up.
151 Tonting RO, London BTG,
132 Tooting B.C Biorwoml Paragon,

33 Norwood Parngon Tooting Bl
a4 Neorwood Peragnn Tooting T30
LG Morwood  Paragen Tooting B.(.
136 Norwool Puramon Imperinl Wheelars,
137 Nerwood Paragon Toobing B0,
B934 Norwood Paragan Lixiles BUP.C,

INTERNATIONAL TROPHY WINNERS
1038 England




