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The programme al the Fourth Olyrpiad was based om
thar of the Athens Games, There was some debare over which
events wete sultable for Olympic competition. Certain sports
were deemed roo specific ro one narion; cricker was excluded
for that reason. In theory, as one reporter sununarised it in an
article in the Country Gentleman, ‘TF any gl'w_‘ﬂ sportT is found
to be popular in half a dozen countries, it 15 admutred, bur
not otherwize.™ The tug-oi-war, which would hardly qualify
under thar definirion, was retained from the Athens pro-
gralmine, l{cl"[l.:i;tin_;_'; Chue goailidae w et Jlu:llling_; uriging of many
rradirional European spores ar the time, among the list of
firearms events were ‘Shooting: Running deer (single and
double), ‘Individual Shoaring against 1) moving and 2) dis-
appearing targets’ and ‘International Milicary Rifle’, Some
Ssporls” were included as demonscracions racher than medal
conteses: bicvele po]u, for instance, Fencing with the foil, too,
was given exhilditon status, the BOC, under Cock's influence,
ruling ic an arc racher than a sport, {The lnights felt privacely
that they had sulfered om poor and partisan judging in che
fencing conrests ar Athens, which mayv have influenced chis
particular categorisation.)

Roberr Laffan submitred the BOC's propased programme
to the meeting of the [OC held ac The Hague towards the end
ol May 1907, Dividing the Olvmpic events of 1908 o summer
and winrer Games, competitions ran from 27 April o 3r
October. The principal twaweeks ofevenesin the stadinm were
o take place afrer the Amareur Athletic Association Champ-
tonships and the Heoley Regatia From 13 w25 July. Refore thar,
racauers, covered court rennis and jen de paume competitions
were to be held at the Queen's Club in London lawn tennis
at Wimbledon; polo ar che Hurlingham Club; rifle conteses at
Bisley; and trap shooting at Uxendon Shooting Club.
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